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the tYPical minimum base width

recommended to provide adequate stream protection is 100 ft. noting that buffers may be expanded beyond the minimum

100 ft. to incorporate the fotlowing conditions:
. The fuil extent of the 100-year floodplain'
. Steep slopes greater tban21Yo'
. Ad.jacent delineated wetlands or critical habitats'

. Higher order or qualrtY steams.

source: Scheuler, T.R. and H.K. Holland , eds. The Practice of w'atershed Protectton' 2000, center for watershed

Protection: Ellicott CitY, MD.

resource, the site *a *ut"ifud traits, intensity of adjacent land uses, and iesired buffer frrnctions. The following minimum

width ranges are recommended based on specific fi':nctions:

. Bank stabilization and aquatic food web processes - 10 ft' to 40 ft'

r Water temperature stabilization- 10 ft' to 60 ft'
r Nitrogen removal - 30 ft. to 140 ft'
r Sediment removal - 50 ft' to 160 ft'
. Flood mitigation - 65 ft. to 225 ft.
. Wildlife habitat - 45 ft. to 255 ft.

Source: Palone, R.S. and A.H. Todd, eds. Chesapeake Bay Ripar,ian-Handbook: A Guidefor Establishing and Maintaining

Riparian Foresi Bufers. usDA Forest Service. NA-TP-02-9'.7. 1997.

establishing and mainta-rningriparian

forest buffers in tne criesafeate ea-yivatershed, criteria fordetermininc Tqutl""l,uryi Tdth,T:yd::l:;:t.1:-:t*:,*.,

Source: CVNP, Riparian Buffer Planfor Proposed Agricultural Lands' 2002' Cuyahoga Valley National Park' National

Park Service. U.S. Dept. of the Iaterior.

setbacks range from 50 ft'

to 120 ft. depending on drainage area, plus an additional 2 ft. for each lVo increase in slope'

r Sediment Retention and Filti"ation- 100 ft' to 300 ft'
. Bank StabilitY - 100 ft. to 125 ft.
. Small Woody Debris -250 ft.
. ShadeA[ater Temperature - 35 ft. to 250 ft'
r Water Quality - 13 ft. to 600 ft.
r Wildlife Habitat - 30 ft. to 1000 ft.

Source: Everet! (Jse of Best Available science in city of Everett Buffer Regulations: Non-Shorbline streams' Preparedfor

theCityofEverett,w'l'byTheWatershedCompany,KirklmdWashington.2003'

' 
as applied to the riparian frrnction

requirements of their 
"or-tiojty, 

came up with the following buffer width recommendations:

scientific suPPort for their

riparian buffer ordinan";, ;; reported the following recommended minimum buffer widths for their communify:

o Pollutaat Trapping - 50 ft' to 100 ft'
. Sediment Trapping - 50 ft. to 200 ft"

. Provide Particutate Nutrients to Steam (detitu$ - 50 ft' to 100 ft'

. Microclimate Control - 100 ft. to 525 ft'

. Shade and Temperature Contol - 50 ft' to 250 ft'
r Human Disturbance Control - 25 ft' to 50 ft'
e Bank StabilitY - 40 ft. to 70 ft.

source: Best Available science Literature Review and stream Buffer Rebommendations' Preparedfor the city of Renton' by

Inc. Woo dinv iIIe, TlA 2003'A.C.Kindis & Co., Bellevue, WA. and Cedarock Consultants' Inc' Woodinviue'


